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DOHA IS DYING

Time to go bilateral

early seven vears after the

‘World Trade Organization op-

timistically launched a new
round of talks, its 152 members are .
making a last-ditch effort to cement
a deal. The odds are against them, if
only because developed and devel-
oping nations are far apart on many
issues, If this attempt fails, the deal
will go - in the memorable phrase of
the Queen's University trade expert
Robert Wolfe - “into the old negotia-
fions home” until next summey, at
the earliest, when a new American
administration is in power, That's
the best-case scendric: Tt could be
years before the Doha talks are re-
suscifaied.

For Canada, which has devoted
considerable energy to this round,
failure would be a great disappoint-
ment. But it would also be an oppor-
tunity to put more resources into
the pursuit of bilateral pacts, partic-
ularly with the European Union,
which is finally responding seriously
to our tentative approaches. There is
no Hme to lose. As the Competition

Policy Review Panel's recent report .

emphasizes, Canada has fallen be-
hind many other nations in clinch-
ing trade and investment deals,
although much of our economy de-
pends on exports. The panel advised
Ottawa to hustle, setting deadlines,
soliciting business input and publi-
cizing benefits, The urgency is un-
mistakable.

Ottawa’s record is sporadic. Cana-
da has only eight free-trade agree-
ments, inciuding NAFTA and a
recently concluded pact with

Colambia (see below). Eight nego-
tiations are under way with such na-
tions as Panama and the Dominican

- Republic, But the talks that could

bring the most benefit - the ones to-
negotiate a frade and investment
enhancement agreement with the .
Eurgpean Union - were put oxvhold -
in May, 2006, because the Doha®
round was addressmg many of the
samp issues. The EU and Canadaide-
cidefl to wait until the outcome' of :
those WTO talks,
Untless a miracle happens, that'
outcome now appears clear, The ' 2
parties are grappling with seemingly
insurmountable differences in the
agriculture and non-agriculture sec-
tors) in trade in $ervices and in the ..
reform of the rules that govern WTO:
procedures, such as the determina-;
tionjof anti-dumping. Canadians
showld not hold their breath.
Meanwhile, in an important Pubh
Poli¢y Forum conference two
months-ago, experts from Canada -
andithe EU discussed the veryreal
posgibility that an agreement be=" "
tween the two parties could emerge
before the end of the year. A former
chpiomat Marie Bermard-Meunter,
poirtted out that German leaders’ "
pushed for a closer relationship mth
Canada during théir naton's EU "
presidency, and Nicolas Sarkozy, the
President of France, intends tocon-"
tinug that effort at a summitin:. =
Moritreal this fall. If Canada is Ho
longer “a prisoner” of the WTO
talles, she added, a treaty would be |
“an aftainable goai Ottawa should
get ¢racking. .




